JUST NOD
I found myself face down on the sidewalk this morning. It's always so shocking to take a fall. But there I was wondering if I had hurt myself too much to get up and walk into the office. Someone quickly showed up and asked if I needed help. I could do nothing more than just nod yes. 

Read what Paul wrote in his letter to the Corinthians, in 2 Corinthians 1:3-7:
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God. 5 For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ. 6 If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. 7 And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort.

There were days as a single mom that I needed help...lots of it. Quite honestly, it was hard to ask for help and hard to receive help. But, that is where I was... in great need. I had to learn the practice of receiving. Would it mean that I was always going to be the receiver? Not at all. Quite the contrary actually. Pretty quickly, I was compelled to begin giving back. I gave back with what God had given me. My time, my support, my prayers and my gifts of administration and hospitality.

Like Paul wrote, with the comfort that I received, I began sharing with others. I noticed when someone needed a phone call...so I reached out. I found that when people walked into my Life Bible Study class for the first time my gift of hospitality was a comfort to them. When a calendar or flier was needed to be done for our class, I was the first to volunteer and say "I can do that!". 

Comfort comes in so many forms. If someone notices you have a need, like they did for me this morning, just nod! Being honest and receiving that help is not a sign of weakness...it's the body of Christ, the Church, working as it should! So, whether you need comfort or you see a need...either way you will be truly blessed! 
If we have not met, I want you to know that I walked into this church 25 years ago with a 5 year old daughter and a 2 month old son in tow. This church embraced me but bigger than that the gospel and what God did in my life changed this ordinary girl forever! And I know He will do the same for you! He will! Enjoy church, the SPF ministry and this SPF newsletter. Allow yourself to get excited about what God has in store for you and your children.
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