TRENDS IN SINGLE ADULT MINISTRIES

· Large Group Gatherings…meet on any day other than Sunday (with the exception of PM)…resulting in singles coming from other churches without leaving their church.

· Move toward small groups/home groups…this is especially true among existing churches incorporating small groups into their adult ministries…start up churches tend to launch small groups because they lack SS space, but their focus is more on young adults/young families.

· SAM is still at the bottom of the totem pole when it comes to launching new ministries in either an existing or start up church, if it even crosses the churches radar screen…found that if a church launches a new ministry and is given a choice between a YAM & SAM, most of the time the YAM wins out…single adults are left to fend for themselves within the context of existing adult ministries.

· SAMs are struggling to survive…lack of full time, part time leaders…lack of funding/financial strain on churches…difficulties sustaining ministries within SAM due to turnover (i.e. DC, DC4K, etc.)…successful SAM are fighting to maintain or restructuring to stay relevant.

· Eliminating paid Single Adult Pastors positions (or changing their ministry portfolio) and going with a volunteer led SAM…mostly due to financial reasons, but also the unspoken, understood “hierarchy” of ministry focus: children, youth, married, etc.

· Few churches looking to hire a Singles Pastor…Kris Swiatcho guesses there are less than 50 singles pastors (only singles pastors) in the US across all denominations, and maybe 250 with singles and some other ministries in their title…still more who oversee maybe an aspect of singles ministry (like a small group or DC), but their title doesn’t reflect it and who knows how much time they have to put into it.

· Still churches looking to invest in their singles...so they are asking for resources…bringing in people like Dennis and Kris Swiatcho to consult with and training…but it’s a lot of lay people doing the work. 

· Moving away from social focus and towards a discipleship focus ministry… singles are avoiding impersonal environments without substance…goes with the trend of moving away from a large group setting toward smaller groups…less interest in mingling and more substantial spiritual teaching.

· Divorce Recovery ministries like DC & DC4K continue to be relevant and growing into all kinds of churches…meeting needs for those looking for relief from pain and healing.

· Single Parent Ministry hasn’t prospered as much…groups tend to be mostly women, and rather enjoying this breakout group, they feel ostracized.

· Still a void of men in leadership in singles ministries.

TRENDS AMONG SINGLE ADULTS

· Single adults want to be/are involved in other areas of the church: (children’s ministries, music ministry, front door ministries).
· The more healthy singles are the less they need/want a SAM …that’s not to say they don’t want friendships with other singles, but they aren’t looking to a singles ministry to help them with that.
· Single adults having more substantial financial struggles…need biblical financial teaching along with opportunities to give and receive assistance.

· Single adults aren’t looking to get involved in SAM as much as they want to be involved in ministry groups for everyone…they prefer groups that have more interaction with married couples.

· Younger single adults less inclined to assimilate into the church body…prefer to have some services specifically geared to them.

· Single adults embrace service opportunities…especially if they are varied

· Singles continue to try and be heard in the church but feel no one cares.
· Singles waiting to get married still growing. Some not get married due to fear of divorce.

· Co-habitation still on the rise. 

· Single parent numbers continue to rise. 

 BARNA: Unchurched Population Nears 100 Million in the U.S. March 19, 2007 
A new survey released by The Barna Group, which has been tracking America’s religious behavior and beliefs since 1984, reveals that one out of every three adults (33%) is classified as unchurched - meaning they have not attended a religious service of any type during the past six months. While that figure is considerably higher than the one out of five who qualified as unchurched in the early Nineties, it is statistically unchanged since 36% were recorded as having avoided religious services in the company’s 1994 study.
Some Groups Avoid Churches
Some population segments are notorious church avoiders. For instance, 47% of political liberals are unchurched, more than twice the percentage found among political conservatives (19%). African Americans were less likely to be unchurched (25%) than were whites (32%) or Hispanics (34%). Asians, however, doubled the national average: 63% were unchurched! Single adults continued a historic pattern of being more likely than married adults to stay away from religious services (37% versus 29%, respectively).
